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It is unlikely that those who organized this collection of papers
meant to include under the subject "international cooperation" the ar-
rangements by two or more private companies to work together to-
wards a profit-making objective. Nevertheless, this form of interna-
tional cooperation has two important characteristics. First, it is very
probably the most effective form of international technology transfer.
Second, it can provide an important justification for participation by
those companies in the forms of international technical cooperation
more traditional to the world technical community, particularly as
viewed by those responsible for government policies.

As the above paragraph implies, there is an increasing network of
joint ventures between independent companies in two or more coun-
tries that involve technical cooperation. The program, the results, and
the immediate benefits reside within these companies. Nevertheless,
the transfer of technology among the technical personnel represents a
genuine increase in the technical reservoir available to the countries
involved. It therefore accomplishes one of the principal objectives of
any international technical cooperation agreement.

To digress slightly, some years ago the author, while director of re-
search for a major U.S. corporation, had the responsibility for estab-
lishing a laboratory in England. Several individuals were approached
to obtain the reaction of the host country to a U.S. laboratory. The
senior technical officer within the British government sent a letter in-
dicating that any laboratory of a U.S. corporation would inevitably
benefit the host country in view of the diffusion of science and tech-
nology that would occur, despite the proprietary objectives of the
work to be conducted.

The business interests of large corporations that lead logically to
international activity thus provide a potential for international coop-
eration. The nature of such cooperation will depend very much on the
nature of the technical structure within the corporation in question.
We should therefore consider briefly certain characteristics of indus-
trial research.

Industrial research is primarily mission-oriented, interdisciplinary,
and relatively self-sufficient. This calls for some explanation.

The bulk of research and development (R&D) in any company is
devoted to support of present businesses and to provide for possible
expansion of these businesses. Some small percentage of effort may be
allocated to exploratory R&D that could offer a basis for new business
development.

The amount of basic research performed within industry is less than
4 percent of the R&D funded by industry. This figure varies sharply
by industry sector, from a high of 10 percent in chemistry to less than